
JULY/AUGUST, 2011

VOLUME 21, NO. 4 JULY/AUGUST, 2011

   INSIDE: Truck-Tractor Semitrailer 10-Fatality Collision Into Two Light Trucks
2003 Silverado / 2001 Civic Offset Head-on at 65 mph Closing Speed
Study of Driver Performance/Acceptance Using Aspheric Mirrors
A Test Track Evaluation of Light Vehicle Brake Assist Technology
Compliance Crash Testing of a S-Square Mailbox System
Three Important Product-Liability Developments
Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety Strategies Study



 ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL



JULY/AUGUST, 2011

VOLUME TWENTY ONE, NUMBER FOUR

Individual Subscription Rates:

1 Year - 6 issues 3 Years - 18 issues
U.S.A. $  49.00 U.S.A.  $ 119.00
U.K. £  28.00 U.K.  £   69.00
Canada $

c 
59.00 Canada $

c
155.00

2 Years - 12 issues Back Issues - each
U.S.A. $ 89.00 U.S.A. $   5.00
U.K.      £ 49.00 U.K. £  4.00
Canada $

c
109.00 Canada $

c 
8.00

Technical Article Review Committee:

Accident Reconstruction Journal, ISSN 1057-8153, USPS 008283, is
published bimonthly at 3004 Charleton Court, Waldorf, Maryland  20602-
2527.  Second class postage paid at Waldorf, Maryland.  Postmaster:  Send
address changes to Accident Reconstruction Journal, P.O. Box 234, Waldorf,
MD  20604-0234.

Dennis R. Andrews, PhD Cherry Hill, NJ
Wade Bartlett, PE Rochester, NH
Samuel Brown, PE, PhD Houston, TX
Kyle Clark Naples, FL
Jeremy Daily, PhD Tulsa, OK
John C. Glennon, PE, PhD Overland Park, KS
Rudolph Limpert, PE, PhD Park City, UT
Richard Ratcliffe Huntingtown, MD

The Committee assists the editor in the review and evaluation of reader-
submitted technical articles for consideration of publication in both Acci-
dent Reconstruction Journal and Accident Investigation Quarterly.  Not all
members review every article that is selected.  The editor would like to
express his appreciation to the committee for its dedication and hard work.

JULY/AUGUST, 2011

ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL
P.O. Box 234,  Waldorf, MD  20604

 Telephone/Fax:   301/843-1371
E-mail:  accidentrj@aol.com

VICTOR CRAIG - EDITOR

Copyright 2011, Accident Reconstruction Journal.  All rights
reserved.  Note: This notice does not apply to those news
items already copyrighted and received through wire services
or other media, or federal research reports already in the
public domain.

INDEX

ACCIDENT  RECONSTRUCTION JOURNAL

Toyota Motor Corp. will face the first test trial in February 2013
of lawsuits combined in federal court that claim a defect causes the
company's vehicles to speed up uncontrollably, a judge said.

U.S. District Judge James V. Selna in Santa Ana, Calif., said in a
"tentative order" posted on his court's website that the first bellwether trial
would be of claims by the families of two people killed in a Nov. 5, 2010,
crash in Utah.

Paul Van Alfen died when his 2008 Toyota Camry crashed into a
wall. A passenger, Charlene Lloyd, died of her injuries a day after the
accident.

Toyota, the world's largest automaker, recalled millions of U.S.
vehicles, starting in 2009, after claims of defects and incidents involving
sudden unintended acceleration. The recalls set off a wave of litigation,
including hundreds of economic-loss suits and claims by individuals or
their families alleging injuries and deaths.

"The conduct of a trial in the first quarter of 2013 will markedly
advance these proceedings," said Selna, who is overseeing most of the
federal lawsuits. "Selection of a personal injury/wrongful death case" is
the most likely type to "meet that goal," he said.

TOYOTA TO FACE FIRST TRIAL IN UNINTENDED-ACCELERATION CASE IN 2013
Selna selected the Van Alfen case from a list of six suits submitted

by lawyers for the company and plaintiffs.

Overriding goal
"My overriding goal is to ensure that we try the first bellwether

case in the first quarter of 2013," Selna said at a hearing recenty.
Van Alfen's wife and son were injured in the 2010 crash and are

suing as well. The families claim that the accident happened when the
vehicle unexpectedly accelerated as Van Alfen pulled onto an exit ramp
on I-80 near Wendover, Utah, and didn't stop even after he slammed on the
brakes.

The plaintiffs claim that the Camry is defective and that the Toyota
City, Japan-based carmaker failed to include a brake override system or
fail-safe device to stop inadvertent acceleration.

Most of the federal lawsuits were combined before Selna, in a
multidistrict litigation for evidence gathering and pretrial rulings.
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